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Part I
Traditional Ethics and ChatGPT



Traditional ethical theories

• Virtue Ethics (Aristotle): 
Who should I become?

• Deontological Ethics (Kant): 
Which action is 
right in principle?

• Consequentialist Ethics (Mill): 
Which action produces 
the best outcome?
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Traditional ethical theories & ChatGPT

• Virtue Ethics (Aristotle): 
Who does ChatGPT help us become?

• Deontological Ethics (Kant): 
Is using ChatGPT 
right in principle?

• Consequentialist Ethics (Mill): 
Does using ChatGPT produce
the best outcome?
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Part II
What is ChatGPT?



Determinism

Perspectives on Technology

Utopianism
Technology is

dangerous
Technology is

liberation
Technology is

a tool

Instrumentalism
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Perspectives on Technology

ChatGPT is
a tool

Instrumentalism
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Determinism

Perspectives on Technology

ChatGPT is
dangerous
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Determinism

Perspectives on Technology

Utopianism
Technology is

dangerous
Technology is

liberation
Technology is

a tool

Instrumentalism
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Determinism Postphenomenology

Perspectives on Technology

Utopianism
Technology is

dangerous
Technology is

liberation
Technology is

multistable
VS VS
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Tradition:
Subjects and Objects exist independently of each other

Postphenomenology: 
“Subjects” and “Objects” exist as co-constituted within 
multistable human-technology relations

(I – Fork) à Meal = (Eater – Utensil)
(I – Fork) à Game = (Player – Toy)
(I – Fork) à Murder = (Murderer – Weapon)
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Embodiment Relations:
(I–Glasses) à World

Hermeneutic Relations:
I à (Computer–World)

Alterity Relations:
I à iPhone (–World)

Background Relations:
I à World (–Refrigerator)
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“In the wish there remains the
contradiction…”

“In extending bodily capacities, the technology also transforms 
them. In that sense, all technologies in use are non-neutral. They 
change the basic situation, however subtly, however minimally; but 
this is the other side of the desire. The desire is simultaneously a 
desire for a change in situation—to inhabit the earth, or even to go 
beyond the earth—while sometimes inconsistently and secretly
wishing that this movement could be without the mediation of the 
technology. [...] In the wish there remains the contradiction: the 
user both wants and does not want the technology. The user wants 
what the technology gives but does not want the limits, the 
transformation that a technologically extended body implies. There 
is a fundamental ambivalence toward the very human creation of 
our own earthly tools.”
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them. In that sense, all technologies in use are non-neutral. They 
change the basic situation, however subtly, however minimally; but 
this is the other side of the desire. The desire is simultaneously a 
desire for a change in situation—to inhabit the earth, or even to go 
beyond the earth—while sometimes inconsistently and secretly
wishing that this movement could be without the mediation of the 
technology. [...] In the wish there remains the contradiction: the 
user both wants and does not want the technology. The user wants 
what the technology gives but does not want the limits, the 
transformation that a technologically extended body implies. There 
is a fundamental ambivalence toward the very human creation of 
our own earthly tools.”

“Wish” à Technologies as revealing (“what the technology gives”)
“Wish” à Technologies as concealing (“the limits, the transformation”)
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Postphenomenology

Embodiment AlterityHermeneutic
Human-Technology Relations

Empowerment
+

Belittlement

Projection
+

Betrayal

Fascination
+

Competition

Quasi-Me Quasi-Other
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Traditional Philosophy:
Humans perceive
Humans act
Technologies are means to human ends

Postphenomenology: 
Technologies are not mere means
Technologies mediate perception
Technologies mediate action
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Part III
What does ChatGPT mean?



“...a grand struggle against the
feeling of displeasure...”

“The alleviation of suffering, ‘consolation’ of every kind—here lies 
[the priest’s] genius; how inventively he has gone about his task of 
consolation, how boldly and unscrupulously he has selected the 
means for it!...guessing what stimulant affects will overcome, at 
least for a time, the deep depression, the leaden exhaustion, the 
black melancholy of the physiologically inhibited. For we may 
generalize: the main concern of all great religions has been to fight 
a certain weariness and heaviness grown to epidemic proportions... 
In every such case a grand struggle against the feeling of 
displeasure is attempted; let us briefly examine its principal forms 
and methods.”

Ethics of ChatGPT - Nolen Gertz - n.gertz@utwente.nl



Ascetic Priests

Self-
Hypnosis

Petty
Pleasures

Mechanical
Activity

Herd
Formation

Orgies of
Feeling

Nihilism

“a grand struggle against the feeling of displeasure”
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Tech Companies

Techno-
Hypnosis

Pleasure
Economics

Data-driven
Activity

Herd
Networking

Orgies of
Clicking

Nihilism

“a grand struggle against the feeling of displeasure”
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Tech Companies

Nihilism

“education is a source of displeasure”
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Technology as source of 
“new values”
“Independent of morals and judgments, legitimate in itself, technology is 
becoming the creative force of new values, of a new ethics. Man cannot do 
without morality! Technology has destroyed all previous scales of value; it 
impugns the judgments coming from outside. After all, it wrecks their 
foundations. But being thus self-justified, it quite normally becomes justifying. 
What was done in the same of science was just; and now the same holds true 
for what is done in the name of technology… Technology demands a certain 
number of virtues from man (precision, exactness, seriousness, a realistic 
attitude, and, over everything else, the virtue of work) and a certain outlook on 
life (modesty, devotion, cooperation). Technology permits very clear value 
judgments (what is serious and what is not, what is effective, efficient, useful, 
etc.). This ethics is built up on these concrete givens; for it is primarily an 
experienced ethics of the behavior required for the technological system to 
function well.”
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Technology vs Humanity

Project Technique Efficiency
End Means Value

Everything we do (e.g., writing) is merely a 
set of tasks that should be done as 
efficiently as possible (e.g., using ChatGPT)



Beauvoir vs. Technology

“…technics itself is not objectively justified; if it sets up as absolute 
goals the saving of time and work which it enables us to realize and 
the comfort and luxury which it enables us to have access to, then it 
appears useless and absurd, for the time that one gains can not be 
accumulated in a store house; it is contradictory to want to save up 
existence, which, the fact is, exists only by being spent, and there is a 
good case for showing that airplanes, machines, the telephone, and 
the radio do not make men of today happier than those of former 
times. But actually it is not a question of giving men time and 
happiness, it is not a question of stopping the movement of life: it is a 
question of fulfilling it. If technics is attempting to make up for this 
lack, which is at the very heart of existence, it fails radically…”
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Technology

Efficiency
Comfort
Luxury
Happiness

≠ Ethical = Promotes Fantasy 
of Fulfillment

        (danger of nihilism)

Awareness
Possibilities
Complacency
Oppression

= Ethical = Promotes Freedom

Fantasy vs Freedom
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Thank You!
n.gertz@utwente.nl
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